March 9, 2006

The Stuyvesant Town Board held its regular nonthly meeting

on Mirch 9" 2006 at the Stuyvesant Town Hall. In
attendance were Supervisor Valerie Bertram Council person
Kenneth Hunmel, Council person Richard Cunmm ngs, and Town

Clerk Lori Ennis.

H ghway Superintendent Bernard Kowal ski and Building
| nspect or/ Zoni ng Enforcenent O ficer Gerald Ennis were al so
present.

The February mnutes will not be approved until the April
Town Board neeti ng.

COVMUNI CATI ON:

Voting Machine Service Center (VMSC) - VMSC announces
that that are the NYS exclusive sales and service center
for the Liberty Vote system The county wll be

denonstrating the Liberty Vote system in the upcom ng
nmont hs and wel come the town to come and viewthe system

United States Senate - Letter from Charles Schuner
letting the towmn know that the National Endownent for the
Arts ( NEA) recently announced t hat appl i cations

gui del i nes for FY2007 grant prograns are now avail able on
line at ww. arts. gov/grants/apply.

Time Warner Cable — Informng town residents that there
will be a rate change to the Basic and Standard | evel of
service and the addition of new progranm ng services.
Catholic Charities of the D ocese of Albany - Letter from
Si ster Maureen Joyce, Chief Executive Oficer. Presented
the town with the “Annual Report to the Comunity”.

NYS O fice of Real Property Services — Letter from Robert
J. Roberts. He was pleased to report that the Town of
Stuyvesant has qualified for the New York Sate Ofice of
Real Property Services' Excellence in Equity Award. This
award is granted to nunicipalities that are receiving
State Aid for providing fair assessnments at 100 percent
of market val ue. Qur municipality and Assessor Howard
G eason are commended for this achievenent for neeting
hi gh standards for assessnment adm nistration.

Certificate of Training Award from Electronic Records
Managenent— This award was given to Court Clerk, Dawn M
WIllians for her attendance and participation with this
presentati on.

Letters from Ron Knott and WIIliam Gunaer — Letter of
interest for the position of Town Council.
Proposal from Town Historian, Juanita Knott - A proposal

to replace and add wording to the Historic Marker on
Route 9J. Supervisor Bertram explained that a few nonths
ago, Juanita Knott canme to the board and wanted to | ook
into replacing a New York State historical marker that
was in Nutten Hook with the understanding that Ms. Knott
and a conmmittee would try to raise noney toward this
purchase of this sign and the Town would contribute the
remai ni ng noney. The cost of the sign is approximtely

$800. 00. So far, Juanita Knott and her comm ttee have
rai sed $658.00 from the sale of Tee-shirts and two bake
sal es. Supervisor Valerie Bertram thanked Juanita and

her hel pers for a job well done.



Robert and Marie Cullen donated a new flag to be used on
the flagpole in the front of the building. Super vi sor
Bertram thanked the Cullen’s for their generous donati on.

A nmotion was made by Council person Richard Cummings to
approve the wording of the sign and allow the transfer of
town funds to help with the renmaining anmount due to
purchase this sign. The notion was seconded by
Counci | person Kenneth Humrel, carri ed.

A notion to accept the conmunications as read, and be
brought up under proper heading, was nade by Council person
Ri chard Cunm ngs, seconded by Council person Kenneth Humel ,
carried.

TOM CLERK

Recei ved $1576.50 of which $1430.70 was given to the
Town Supervi sor.

TAX COLLECTOR

To date, the Town has collected $1, 192,132.78 in taxes
of which $508.84 are for bills paid with penalties

H GHWAY

Superi ntendent Kowal ski reported that the year-end
snow report for 2005 showed the H ghway Departnent
pl owed 37 days. This year it has been 12 to date.
The Hi ghway Departnment used 900 ton of sand, 540 ton
of salt - the cost of $30,000.00, which is $10,000
over the budgeted cost.

Superi ntendent Kowal ski asked the Town Board for
perm ssion to replace a 17 year old truck. The cost

of this vehicle wll be between $125,000.00 and
$135, 000. 00. The Highway Departnment will use the plow
and wing from the old truck which are still in good

shape. After January 2007 the cost of the truck wll
i ncrease by $10, 000 because of new eni ssion standards.

Al so, Superintendent Kowal ski requests permssion to
buy a four-way plow at the Thruway Auction. He stated
t hey cost $7000.00 new, the last one was purchased at

auction for $1, 000. 00. Super i nt endent asked
perm ssion to go as high as $2, 000. 00.

Currently, Superi nt endent Kowal sKki IS gat heri ng
information regarding salt storage. He is | ooking
into a “coverall” type building with concrete walls
The cost wll be approximately $55,000.00 if the
conpany installs the top part, if the highway
departnent is able to put it up, the Town wll save

about $35, 000. 00. The Hi ghway Departnment would need
to take bids on pouring the concrete. The cost should
be approxi mat el y $100, 000. 00 t housand dol | ars.
Superintendent Kowal ski is looking at a size large
enough to hold between 2000-2500 tons. A conventiona
storage type building <could cost $300,000.00 to
$400, 000. 00 dol | ars. Storage for salt will soon be
mandat ed and the town needs to start working on this
pr oj ect .

A resolution to transfer $125,000.00 of the un-appropriated
general fund balance into the H ghway Fund for the purchase
of the new truck was made by Council person Kenneth Humrel,
seconded by Council person Richard Cunmi ngs, carried.



CEQ' ZEO REPORT:
Report is on file with the Town derk’s Ofice.

RAI LROAD COW TTEE:

Railroad Conmttee held a Valentine’'s Day dance and
rai sed about $1800.00 for the renovations of the

bui | di ng.
The Railroad commttee has tentatively planned a House
Tour for June 10'". Councilperson Humrel will keep the

board post ed.
Next meeting for the conmittee is March 18'", 2006

At the last neeting the <conmttee discussed the
grants. One was a historical grant for $29,500 of
which the town needed to match $29,500 sonme of which
could be in-kind services. Counci | person  Humrel
explained that this was a difficult grant to work with
because the Town could not do anything wthout
approval, and needed to utilize the contractors who
were approved to do the work. The conclusion was to
forgo the grant. The $29,500 the Town woul d have spent
matching this grant could take care of nost of the
work. The railroad station does have the DOl grant
which is an 80/20 grant. 80% from the grant and 20%
to match by the Town. The total grant is for $95, 000
of which the town needed to match $28,750. This was
going to be re-scoped because the railroad was not
going to be helpful trying to get drainage from the
building out to the river. The Railroad did not want
the Town to touch any of their drain pipes. For the
Town to put a drainpipe underneath two tracks and
through the historic park on the other side, would be
an outrageous cost and would have taken the whole

grant . Currently the commttee is re-thinking this
grant. The commttee is |looking forward to get the
bui | di ng back. Putting in w ndows and doors on so

that the town can start to utilize this.

Counci | person Hummel net with Jeff Baker regarding the
pl ans for the w ndows, he nmade suggestions on how the
town should proceed. Counci | person Hunmel expl ai ned
that the town can do this for a lot | ess noney w thout
hiring someone who is historically certified.

He stated that the conmttee is very excited about the
new pl ans. By the end of the summer, the building
will ook a lot nicer and will certainly get nore use.

Counci | person Hummel nmet with a National Gid planner
about getting electricity. They gave Council person
Humrel a work order nunber. National Gid can utilize
this nunber when the railroad station is ready for
el ectricity.

Juanita Knott (Town Historian), Karen Humel, and
Counci | person Hummel nmet wth Dale Flansburg from
Ger mant own. Counci | person Hummel stated of M.
Fl ansburg “the npbst know edgeabl e person | have every
spoken too regarding railroads”. Through M.

Fl ansburg’s investigations, he has come up wth
information regarding the Landing and the surrounds
and has made a CD for the towns use. He is also
sending CD of Nutten Hook buildings. The conmttee
Wi shes to set up a display of pictures, nenorabilia
and artifacts for everyone to view



TOMNN

Counci | person Hummel stated that the commttee is
really looking forward to making progress this year.
Anyone who is interested in joining the conmttee,
helping with the House Tour, or has sonething to
contribute, is nore than welconme to cone to the next
nmeeti ng.

HALL COW TTEE:

Last Saturday there was a work party to trim the
bushes around the Town Hall. Ron  Knott and
Counci | person  Hunmel did the trimmng and Mm
Asbornsen was the expert on what and where to trim

So far, the pussy wllows and trees in the front of
the building have been trinmmed. There was pussy
wi |l ow branches left out front if anyone would like to
t ake sone hone.

This Saturday, March 11, 2006 at 9: 00am there w Il be
anot her opportunity to conme and help wth the
trinm ng. The commttee is trying to keep on top of
this job.

Supervi sor Bertram stated that a position for someone
to take care of the nmowing and weeding of Town
properties was included in this year’s budget.

VEB SI TE COW TTEE:

Counci | person Richard Cunmings stated that due to
technical difficulties out of our control, the website
has been down. Counci | person Cumm ngs stated that on
several occasions he has received correspondence from
Mark Kelly who has assured him that every effort is
being made to rectify this situation.

OLD BUSI NESS:

Ani mal Trespass Act- Supervisor Bertram stated that
she met with our Town farnmers on two occasions since
the last neeting. She felt that the neetings were
very productive. A |ot of good dialogue. The farners
conveyed their concerns to her as well as the boards
concerns were conveyed to them At the second
neeting, Bob Soners, from the Ag & Markets, cane to
discuss the Ag & Market laws that the farners felt
woul d apply to the problens the town was having. It
turned out that the laws that were referenced wll
cover farners, or anyone that has an agricultural use
on their property. However, the hanmlets and the rest
of the town is not covered by those laws. M. Soners
answered a lot of questions as well as clearing the
air on a couple of other issues. The farners cane up
with sone ideas such as; adding nediation to the
process. Tonight the board wll be appointing an
Agricultural Advisory Conmittee so that we can keep
the communications with the farmng comunity on a
better |evel. Everyone on the board feels this
comrittee is a positive step. David Ross, Town
Attorney, has tried to incorporate some of the
suggestions made in this |aw Such as; totally
exenpting anyone that falls under the definition of a
farmer according to Ag & Markets requirenents. There
is a “draft” copy of the suggested |aw which is not
public at this time because the board is still not
confortable with the wording. Supervi sor Bertram
stated that “it is getting very lengthy, which is not



what the board had wanted” The board is trying to take
into consideration the suggestions that were nade.
Supervi sor Bertram had a resolution that she asked the
board to vote on, stipulating that the law that was
approved in January wll not be enforced until this
issue is taken care of. Supervisor Bertram stated
that she will not be entertaining public comment on
this subject tonight because it is currently “a work
in progress”. In order to repeal this law there
woul d have to be another public hearing. If it is
going to be re-witten, another public hearing would
then have to be set. It makes nore sense for the
board to vote on this resolution, and keep working
project to see if the Town can cone to some sort of
agreenment. Kent Keller, a farner, gave out copies of
the Ag & Markets | aw. M. Keller stated he spoke to
Bob Somers and asked him about an old |aw that was
witten from 1909 - 1932. Kent gave a copy of this
law and it is attached to the mnutes. Supervisor
Bertram stated that since this law was witten in
1909, it would have to nodify to bring it up to date.
M. Keller also gave a few nore pages to be added to
|ast nonth’s petition. Council person Richard Cumm ngs
stated he thought it was trenendous that they found

this material. Personally, he stated, he is opened to
all things. If we can solve our problens wthout
creating a l|law, Councilperson Cummings stated he is
“all for it”. He would like to see the Agricultural

Commttee give their recomendations, review it, and
let the | awers proceed fromthere.

A notion was made by Councilperson Richard Cunm ngs
approving the resol ution presented bel ow

ANIMAL TRESPASSACT
REVIEW RESOLUTION ADOPTED BY

THE TOWN BOARD OF THE TOWN OF STUYVESANT

COUNTY OF COLUMBIA, STATE OF NEW YORK
MARCH 9, 2006

At a meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Stuyvesant held at the Town Hall in said Town, County of
Columbiaand State of New Y ork, on the 9" day of March, 2006, at 7:00 P.M., there were

PRESENT:

<

Supervisor Valerie Bertram
Councilman Richard Cummings
Councilman Kenneth Hummel
Councilman Bradlee Webster
All the above

<

<

ABSENT:

AND

None

Supervisor Valerie Bertram
Councilman Richard Cummings
Councilman Kenneth Hummel
Councilman Bradlee Webster

X Councilman Richard Cummings
Councilman Kenneth Hummel
Councilman Bradlee Webster

offered the following resolution and moved its adoption:

WHEREAS, the Town Board of Stuyvesant, at its January 12, 2006 meeting, passed the Animal Trespass
Act (“the Act”); and



WHEREAS, there has been significant discussion amongst the community about the Act; and

WHEREAS, the Town of Stuyvesant historically has vigorously supported, and will continue to vigorously
support, agricultural land uses, farming, and farming practices; and

WHEREAS, the Town Board, in passing the Act, never intended to have any negative impact to
agriculture, and carefully crafted the Act to avoid any such impact; and

WHEREAS, members of the Town Board have been contacted by members of the agricultural community
and members of the general public both of whom have expressed their concerns about the Act; and

WHEREAS, the perception of many people in the community indicates that they may have misunderstood
the intent of the Town Board in passing the Act, how it would be applied, and the problems that it was
intended to address; and

WHEREAS, the Town Board endeavors to maintain a Good Neighbor policy in the Town and is
considering amending the law to mirror the Town’'s Dog Barking Law which requires neighbors to work
together to attempt to resolve such problemsthat arise prior to aviolation being issued by the Town; and

WHEREAS, the Town Board wishes to consider these and other potential changes to the Act prior to
beginning any enforcement of the Act; and

NOW, THEREFORE,

BE IT RESOLVED AND DETERMINED,

Based upon the foregoing, the Town Board will review the Animal Trespass Act and consider potential
changes thereto.

The Town of Stuyvesant Zoning Enforcement Officer shall not issue any violation notices for alleged
violations of such law until the Town Board determines what changes, if any, are needed to the Act.

Seconded by
Supervisor Valerie Bertram
Councilman Richard Cummings
X Councilman Kenneth Hummel
Councilman Bradlee Webster

and duly put to avote and carried with the following members voting in the affirmative:

X Supervisor Valerie Bertram

X Councilman Richard Cummings

X Councilman Kenneth Hummel
Councilman Bradlee Webster

and the following members voting in the negative:

Supervisor Valerie Bertram
Councilman Richard Cummings
Councilman Kenneth Hummel
Councilman Bradlee Webster

This Resolution shall take effect immediately.

The undersigned, the Clerk of the Town of Stuyvesant, hereby certifies that the foregoing is a true and
accurate copy of a resolution duly adopted by the Town at a meeting thereof duly held on the 9" day of
March, 2006, and isin full force and effect.

WITNESS my hand and the seal of said Town this 9th day of March 2006.

LORI ENNIS
Town Clerk
NEW BUSI NESS:
Assessnent s: Supervisor Bertram stated that l[ast nonth we

had recei ved gui del i nes from the state regardi ng
assessnments. W voted last nonth to change the assessnents
according to the guideline that were recommended by the
State. Supervi sor Bertram gave the floor to Howard
G eason, Town Assessor. M. deason stated that we had
received additional information from the State. Al t hough



we agreed upon the neighborhood re-assessnents of a
percentage from 10% 25% when the nunbers were run through
the conputer, Assessor G eason did not |ike the nunbers
that were com ng through. Currently, the State stated that
the town is up to 89% His suggestion is 10% rai se across
t he board. This will be 10% on vacant |and, conmmerci al
properties, and existing housing. If you have built a new
house this year, you will go up to full value. Hopefully,
by May 1%', the State will let us know what our equali zation
rate will be. If it doesn't cone to the 100% we will not
receive the $5.00 per parcel like we have in the past. The
Town of Kinderhook is going as high as 30% - 40% on sone of
their housing to get to the 100% assessnent. W hope that
it will work out and we wll be in the same ball park. | f
Ki nder hook does cone in at 100% and we are at 90% or 95%
we will be paying a higher ratio of the school tax. Please
cone to the Assessor’s office if you have any problens with
your assessnent. If you received a recent appraisal,
pl ease bring this to Assessor G eason’s office and he wll
review everything with you. This is the last year of a six

year program This Septenber, the Town Board will have to
make a decision if they want to get into the annual re-
assessment program for the next six years. I f they decide
to do this, there will be a 2008 total re-evaluation of all
the properties in the town. In 2007, all honmes wll be
measured and all inventories wll be reviewed. This has
not been done since 1992. If the Town does not get into

the six year plan, another option can be to let the
equalization rate drop as low as it can go and see what
happens. Option three would be to do a re-assessnent every
three years. Trying to stay at 100%is a good idea, except
the State is currently a year behind. The Assessor stated
that the market is starting to sl ow down. W went from 80%
to 89% w thout the Assessor doing anything; this my be
because the State 1is reviewing the current narket.
Supervi sor Bertram thanked the Town Assessor for all his
efforts and input.

Greenway Conmittee: Since the Master Plan is 10 years old,
Counci | person Cunm ngs has agreed to chair a commttee to
review the plan. If there is anyone from the original
commttee who would like to review this with Council person
Cumm ngs, please contact him A list of nanmes from the
original commttee exists; unfortunately, many of the
peopl e are deceased. If there is anyone else from the
community who would like to be on this conmttee, feel free
to join.

Agricultural Advisory Commttee: This is an idea that cane
from the first meeting with the farmng community. Car |
WIlliams has agreed to Chair this conmttee. O her nanes
of persons who would be willing to be on that commttee
were given to Supervisor Bertram They are as follows:
Kent Keller, Brian Chittenden, Chuck Colaruotolo, WIIliam
Gunmear, Tom Kilser, and Eric Oons. Supervi sor Bertram
stated that the commttee should let her know if they need
the town hall for these neetings so that she can have it
opened for use.

Town C ean-up: Sean Cummings stated that there are three
dates set for clean-up and will occur between 10:00am and
noon:



April 22, MII Creek

April 29, Newton Hook

May 6", Stuyvesant Landing
May 13, Stuyvesant Falls

There was a suggestion to add a day for the Stuyvesant
Fal | s pl ayground

Many thanks to Bob Allen, in the past, he has donated the
bags that the Town wuses for the clean-ups. It was
suggested to have garbage cans placed at the sites.
Supervi sor Bertram stated that she has seen cans with a
smal|l top opening which mght be a good idea so that people
do not use this as their own personal garbage disposal.
Supervi sor Bertram stated that she will ook into pricing.

Recreation Committee: Met regarding this years program
The conmittee would |like to put together job descriptions
for the summer program and post it in the paper. Sone
suggestions were to re-pave the Tennis courts and put up a
regul ar net. Supervisor Bertram stated that the Town woul d
be willing to put up a regular net, however in the past it
didn't last very long before someone destroyed it.

At the Stuyvesant Falls playground, there needs to have the
striping done on the Dbasketball courts. Pl aygr ound
apparatus is in good shape. Two picnic tables are needed
in the park.

Counci | person Hummel stated that he went to the C averack
Park to see about a skating rink. It may be sonething to
pl an for next year.

Summer set Road: A conplaint cane from a town resident
regarding two hones on Summerset Road. The honmes are not
kept up, there is garbage and debris all over the property
and this resident would like the towmm to do sonmething to
rectify these problens. He stated it was enbarrassing to
have his relatives conme to his honme on Sumerset Road.
Zoni ng Enforcenent O ficer Gerald Ennis stated that he has
been to both properties on several occasions and has taken
t he one owner to Town Court a few tines.

Tire Burning Plant: Dr. Matthew Asbornsen gave an update
on the Ravena tire burning plant. DEC has approved the
tire burning, the next step will be for the EPA to give
their approval. Dr. Asbornsen felt it would be very likely
that they would give approval. He expl ai ned that because
we are just across the river fromthis plant, many of the
toxins will be blown our way. These are very dangerous

toxins, organic chemcals, and netals that have been proven
to cause cancer, explained Dr. Asbornsen. Magnesium is
linked to Parkinson’s disease. DEC does not have the
manpower to hold this plant to the standards that are set.
Stuyvesant could see sonme real health related problens due
to this plant. Dr. Asbornsen asked the board and the
public to wite to DEC, the Assenbly and Senat e.

Counci | person Kenneth Hummel stated that he went to Ravena
nmeeting on behalf of the Town Board. He stated he did not
see that anything good would cone from this plant. The
toxins will conme and land on our farnmers fields, the cows
woul d then eat them and who can really tell the extent of



health problens this plant could cause. Council person
Hunmmel would like to see the Town wite a letter stating we
do not approve of this plant.

Counci | person Hummel nade a notion to wite a letter to
DEC, seconded by Council person Ri chard Cumm ngs, approved.

A nmotion to close the neeting was nade by Council person
Ri chard Cumm ngs, seconded by Council person Kenneth Humrel,
carried.

2006 ABSTRACTS
THE FOLLOWNG BI LLS WERE PRESENTED FOR AUDI T:

a7 Moor adi an Hydraul i cs 81.02 64 Tal Rappl eyea

48 VanKl eeck’s Tire 55. 25 65 Schwaab, I nc.

49 Al bany Spring Serv. 1397. 00 66 Bonni e Sut her | and
50 Mari o’ s 270. 15 67 Enpire Al arns

51 Ber nard Kowal ski 789. 42 68 Senior Citizens
52 Carquest of Valatie 324. 47 69 COARC

53 Al bany Conmuni cati on 555. 00 70 Ber kshire Tel

54 Ben Funk, Inc. 165. 88 71 Ki ngston Q|

55 Long G| Heat 1930. 86 72 Xer ox

56 Howard { eason 95. 00 73  The | ndependent
57 Carrie O Hare 35.59 74 National Gid

58 Morris Associ ates 392. 00 75 Cargill, Inc.

59 Nova | nfornmation 30. 00 76 Next el

60 Lori Ennis 154. 00 77 Rai nbow D st

61 Col. Co. Treasurer 3889. 43 78 Culligan

62 Davi d Ross 4753. 75 79 Madson Door

63 Char |l ene Leach 76. 80 80 HSBC Busi ness Sol .

Recorded this 9th day of March 2006

Approved this_13th day of April 2006

TOM CLERK SUPERVI SOR

COUNC!I LPERSON COUNCI LPERSON

COUNCI LPERSON COUNCI LPERSON



